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NATIONAL MEETING OF MUSEUM DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONALS 
TO BE HELD IN CLEVELAND 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art will host the 1 997 Art Museum Development 
Association (AMDA) conference on May 17-19, 1997. This is a meeting of the top development 
professionals from art museums across the country, Canada, and abroad. As newly appointed 
president of AMDA, Kate M. Sellers, the museum's director of development and external affairs, will 
chair the conference. This is the tenth anniversary of the conference being held in Cleveland in 1987, 
when CMA development director Lawrence M. Wheeler was AMDA president. 

The conference officially begins with Saturday evening's dinner at the CMA and keynote 
address by CMA director Robert P. Bergman. 

Sunday's schedule includes a session on changing trends in fundraising, presented by Emily 
Rafferty, vice president for development, Metropolitan Museum of Art; and sessions on marketing 
and audience development, chaired by Chris O'Neill, vice president for development. Art Institute of 
Chicago, and featuring representatives of a variety of institutions; on sponsorship, chaired by Sharon 
Litwin, assistant director for development. New Orleans Museum of Art, and featuring Jim Andrews, 
vice president, IEG, Inc., a nationally known leader in innovative corporate sponsorship 
relationships; and a reprise of the popular session of success stories held in previous years, “What's 
Working?,” chaired by Judy Gibbs, development director, The Menil Collection (Houston). 

The conference continues on Monday with panel discussions on development research, 
including recent experience with electronic screening; on capital campaigns, including recent projects 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston ($100 million), the Nelson- Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas 
City ($125 million), and the Walters Art Gallery' in Baltimore ($25 million), chaired by Margaret 
Skidmore, associate director, development, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; and on technology, 
chaired by Patrick McCusker, associate director of public affairs, Wexner Center for the Arts, 
Columbus. A new twist on programming concludes the conference: “30 Ideas in 30 Minutes,” 
chaired by John Easley of the Minneapolis Institute of Art and Kathie DeShaw of the Walker Art 
Center, Minneapolis. 
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AMDA, established in 1971, is an informal organization of about one hundred art of the chief 
development professionals in art museums. Its purpose is to provide opportunities for professional growth 
to members by sharing general and specialized knowledge, to keep members abreast of trends in the field, 
and to enhance the stature of development officers within the art museum field. Any salaried staff person 
whose primary responsibility is as the chief development officer for the development of financial resources 
for his or her art museum may be a member for a $60 annual fee which includes membership in the 
Development and Membership Committee of the American Association of Museums. AMDA's annual 
conference is always hosted by the president at his or her museum. Recent conferences have taken place in 

Charlotte, NC, Boston, Minneapolis, and San Diego. 

* * * 

Saturday, May 17, is an optional day for excursions planned in and around Cleveland environs: the 
Allen Art Museum at Oberlin College and Frank Lloyd Wright's Usonian house nearby; and architectural 
tour of Cleveland and visits to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum and newly opened Great Lakes 
Science Center. Plans for Sunday evening include visiting a local collector and dining at Gwinn, the 1 9th- 
century lakeside estate and gardens of Cleveland industrialist and philanthropist William G. Mather. 

Sellers is planning lunch roundtables for Sunday, and welcomes suggestions from colleagues for 
topics of interest; to offer suggestions or to receive registration and hotel reservations information, call the 
museum's development office at 216/421-7340, ext. 154. Complete conference packages will be available 
in early 1997. McCusker welcomes information from colleagues for his technology session at his e-mail 
address: McCusker.4@osu.edu. Easley and DeShaw welcome idea suggestions for “30 Ideas in 30 
Minutes” through conference registration forms. 
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